Delegate Report:
2008 AVMA House of Delegates Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana

Briefly stated, the DCVMA did well.  Both of our nominees for the Council on Public Health and Regulatory Veterinary Medicine won.  Dr. Bonnie Buntain won the At Large seat on the Council and Dr. Alacia Anderson won the seat representing Public Health Agencies and the Armed Forces.  Of our three Resolutions, two were approved, Resolution 11 and Resolution 13.  Resolution 13 was approved after an amendment to strike “commission” and add “encourage”.  Resolution 12 was defeated.

Let me provide information on all of the Resolutions:

Resolution 1:  that the AVMA eliminate Section 4. Vice President, of Article VI of the AVMA Bylaws.  Disapproved by HOD.  DCVMA voted to disapprove.

Resolution 2:  that the USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service be encouraged to add more veterinary positions and hire more veterinarians to adequately enforce the Humane Methods of Slaughter Act.  Approved by HOD.  DCVMA voted to approve.

Resolution 3:  Funding for Food Animal Residue Avoidance Databank (FARAD).  Approved by HOD.  DCVMA voted to approve.

Resolution 4:  that the AVMA increase its interaction and involvement with veterinary students.  Approved by HOD.  DCVMA voted to approve.

Resolution 5:  that the AVMA develop a Student Affairs Division.  Disapproved by the HOD.  DCVMA voted to disapprove.

Resolution 6:  that the AVMA develop a Model Certificate of Veterinary Inspection for the Domestic Travel of Companion Animals.  Approved by the HOD.  DCVMA voted to approve.

Resolution 7:  Drug Compounding of Unapproved Mimics.  Approved by the HOD.  DCVMA voted to approve.

Resolution 8:  that AVMA support identification of livestock to enable trace back and trace forward for the purpose of animal disease control and eradication programs.  Approved by the HOD.  DCVMA voted to approve.

Resolution 9.  One Health Initiative.  Approved by the HOD.  DCVMA voted to approve.

Resolution 10.  Promotion of Research on Canine Influenza.  Disapproved by the HOD.  DCVMA voted to disapprove.

Resolution 11.  Make it a Legislative Priority for Veterinarians to receive Equitable Pay in Public Practice Compared to other Health Professions.  Approved by 99.4% of HOD.  DCVMA for to approve.

Resolution 12.  Adopt Equal Pay for Equal Work for Veterinarians and Physicians as Part of the mandate of the One Health Initiative.  Disapproved by the HOD.  DCVMA voted to approve.  Reason for the disapproval was that the One Health Initiative Task Force has completed it’s task and no longer exists.  Their recommendations have been accepted and no new recommendations will be accepted. 

Resolution 13.  Commission the NCVEI to study and Address Economic Issues Impacting Veterinarians in Public Practice and Academia.  Executive Board recommended disapproval.  House Advisory Committee recommended disapproval.  Reference Committee 7 recommended disapproval.  Amended on the Floor of the HOD by the Delegate from District of Columbia to strike “Commission” and add “Encourage”.  Approved by the HOD.  DCVMA voted to approve.

Resolution 14:  Position Statement on Confinement of Calves Raised for Veal.  Referred to the Animal Welfare Committee.  

Resolution 15:  Amend Policy on Antimicrobials in Livestock Feeds.  Received late and did not receive needed 2/3 majority vote for adding to agenda.  DCVMA voted to add it to the agenda.

Resolution 16:  that the AVMA supports a change in veal husbandry practices that severely restrict movement, to housing systems that allow for greater freedom of movement without compromising their health.  Received late and did receive 2/3 majority vote.  Approved by HOD with amendment to add “or welfare” to resolution.  DCVMA voted to add to agenda and voted to approve.

Resolution 17:  that AVMA actively promote the implementation of linking companion animal microchip databases.  Executive Board recommended disapproval.  House Advisory Board recommended approval.  Reference Committee 6 recommended approval.  HOD approved.  DCVMA voted to approve.

Resolution 18:  Professional Veterinary Input on Decisions Resulting in the Incorporation of Antimicrobials into Livestock Feeds.  Withdrawn. 

Dr. Larry Corry was elected to the position of President-Elect.  Dr. Gary Brown was elected to the position of Vice President.  Dr. Dan LaFontaine was elected to the House Advisory Committee in the position of Federal or State Salaried Government Veterinarian succeeding Dr. Sal Cirone whose term was completed.   

Respectfully submitted:  Salvatore M. Cirone, Delegate  July 22, 2008

