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Minutes

Where:  

American Veterinary Medical Association – Governmental Relations Division Building [AVMA – GRD]




1910 Sunderland Drive, NW; Washington, DC

When:


January 18, 2011




Executive Board and Business Meeting 7:00 – 9:15 PM

Persons in attendance

Patty Bennett, President; Michael Gilsdorf, President-Elect; Tracy DuVernoy, Executive Director; Sebastian Heath, Treasurer; Sharon Chase, Secretary; Irving McConnell; Stephen Seager. 
Minutes from Previous Meeting

Patty Bennett moved to accept the Minutes of the November 18, 2010 meeting, which had previously been distributed to DCVMA members.  The motion was seconded and approved.  The meeting minutes will be posted on the DCVMA website.
Treasurers Report

Sebastian Heath provided the Treasurers Report.  At this time there are many outstanding dues payments.  Dr. Heath recommended that we continue to send out email reminders to members.  Sharon Chase recommended that dues payment forms be mailed to all members who have dues payments still pending, as several members have provided email addresses which no longer work.  Dr. Chase will mail these paper reminders.  

Dr. Heath reviewed the itemized 2010 DCVMA Treasurer’s Report, which provides information about expenses and incoming payments over the past year.  In 2010 there was $2,353.92 in expenditures, $3,056.86 in deposits, with an ending balance of $15,000.29.  A GNMA account totaling $10,000.00 will be established.   


Announcements

Patty Bennett introduced member Stephen Seager who gave a very interesting and informative personal introduction to the meeting attendees.  

Tracy DuVernoy had several announcements for meeting attendees.  Dr. Bennett requested that these updates be posted on the DCVMA website.

Unfinished Business

1. Bylaws: The revised DCVMA bylaws were opened for discussion.  Dr. DuVernoy had several comments and suggested the following improvements:

· The American Association of Food Hygiene Veterinarians is incorrectly referred to in the bylaws as the Federal Association of Food Hygiene Veterinarians.  Dr. DuVernoy questioned need to include this group in the bylaws.  After a group discussion, it was recommended that the name of the organization be corrected in the bylaws and that our association with the group remain unchanged.  

· For consistency, Section 3.1.B should specifically state that associate members cannot hold office.  

· Grammatical and formatting errors were noted in Sections 3.1, 4.7, 5.1, and 9.2.

· Section 7.3 discusses the annual membership meeting.  For consistency with Section 7.1, it was recommended that the word “annual” no longer be used in Section 7.3.

Dr. Chase noted that the revised bylaws were previously distributed to DCVMA membership and that no comments or suggestions were received.

Dr. Heath motioned to approve the bylaws barring minor typographical errors.  The motion was seconded and approved.  The final version of the bylaws will be posted on the DCVMA website.

2. Continuing Education.  Michael Gilsdorf reminded the group that the first speaker for the NAFV/DCVMA lunchtime talks will be Dr. Ken Petersen on January 25, 2010.  He requested recommendations for speakers and topics with a focus on public practice.  Dr. Heath suggested that one timely topic would be an update on the Foot and Mouth outbreak in Bulgaria.  Dr. Gilsdorf updated the group that the DCVMA will be contacting the DC Academy to hopefully collaborate to provide a public health speaker series.

3. NAVMEC Report.  Dr. Bennett requested that a reminder be sent to DCVMA members to provide any comments on the NAVMEC draft report, entitled “Roadmap for Veterinary Medical Education in the 21st Century: Responsive, Collaborative, Flexible,” by February 28.  This document has previously been submitted to DCVMA members for review. 
New Business

1. Officer Elections. The following nominations were made:
President: Michael Gilsdorf

Vice President: Open

Executive Director: Tracy DuVernoy

Treasurer: Sebastian Heath

Secretary: Patty Bennett
Nominations were seconded and approved by the group.  The position of Vice President remains open at this time.
2. Proposed 2011 Budget.  Dr. Heath provided an update regarding the 2011 budget, including incoming funds, expenses and bank charges.  Irving McConnell recommended instituting a speaker series as a fundraising source for the DCVMA.
3. House of Delegates Meeting.  Dr. Gilsdorf provided an update regarding the January 2011 AVMA/HOD meeting.  Topics of discussion included the revised budget, edits and revisions to the veterinary oath, dues payments, a leadership speaker, and meeting resolutions.


Next Meeting Date and Place:
Tuesday, March 8, 2011 

American Veterinary Medical Association – Governmental Relations Division Building [AVMA – GRD]

1910 Sunderland Drive, NW; Washington, DC

Submitted by Sharon Chase
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